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ABSTRACT 
CHRISTIAN EDUCATION AND URBAN MINISTRIES: 
FISHING IN MIXED WATERS (AN EVANGELISTIC 
APPROACH TO BUILDING COMMUNITY) 


by 


Kecia A. DeCosta 


United Theological Seminary, 2006 


Mentor 


J. Sherman Pelt, D.Min. 


Mount Pleasant Baptist Church (MPBC), Washington, DC, serves a community whose 
demographics have transcended from an African-America/heterosexual/two- 
parent/married/family to a multi-cultural/multi-race/heterosexual and homosexual/dual and 
single parent/family and singles community. MPBC core ministries have demonstrated no 
urgency in evangelism to this new context. The researcher discovered that in-depth 
training in evangelism has empowered and motivated MPBC to fulfill, with urgency, its 
evangelistic mission. As a result of the developed and executed training models using 
qualitative assessments, questionnaires, surveys and workshops, an evangelism team was 


formed and successfully improved the inactivity in this context. 
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There are more flies caught with honey than with vinegar, and there will be more souls led 
to heaven by a man who wears heaven in his face than by one who bears Hell in his looks. 


—Charles Haddon Spurgeon 
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INTRODUCTION 


Charles H. Spurgeon crystallizes the wisdom and experience of a lifetime as a soul 
winner when he said, “If you are eager for real joy, I am persuaded that no joy of growing 
wealthy, no joy of increasing knowledge, no joy of influence over your fellow creatures, 
no joy of any other sort, can ever compare with the rapture of saving a soul from death.” 
While this statement is true, many Christians today are not exhibiting this kind of 
enthusiasm for a lost and dying world in which we live. 

Churches moving from the inner city into the suburbs appear to be a growing 
trend, leaving in the care of the streets those who are stuck without hope. Building bigger 
homes, driving the finest cars and wearing the best clothes that money can buy seem to be 
the main objectives of the people of God. The heart to reach out and tell someone about 
the goodness of God and all that He has done is not at the forefront of the believers’ mind. 
Those of us who have been called out of darkness and into his marvelous light seemed to 
have lost the excitement and joy of the Lord. It is as if they are keeping a “good thing” to 
themselves, leaving the world to develop an understanding of their own. Who’s bringing 
hope, telling the world that there is a Savior waiting to receive them? Who’s standing tall 


as a beacon light on a hill directing men and women to the one true God so that they will 


know that they too can have eternal life? 


! Charles H. Spurgeon, The Soul Winner (New Kensington, PA: Whitaker House, 1995). 


It is the author’s belief that if the Christian community of today is going to be the 
life changing agents that God has called it to be, there must be a move from complacency 
and insularity to an urgency to fulfill the mandate that God placed on their lives when 
Jesus said, “. . . Go ye into all the world, and preach the gospel to every creature. He that 
believeth and is baptized shall be saved; but he that believeth not shall be damned.” 


(Mark 16:7, Matthew 28:18-20). 


CHAPTER ONE 


MINISTRY FOCUS 


The foundation on which this ministry model is established will be the field of 
Christian Education and Urban Ministry. The Christian Education and Urban Ministries 
Group of United Theological Seminary work together in various aspects to fulfill the plan 
of God. The peer group in which the writer is involved functions on the premise that 
Christian Education is the ministry that supports all other ministries. Through Christian 
Education, the various ministries within the church are equipped. Christian Education 
empowers the church with the tools to effectively minister, as well as to mature in Christ. 
Christian Education enables the church to transform the neighborhood around them 
through them. 

The peer group comes together at Untied Theological Seminary for comprehensive 
lectures pertaining to the theme of that week. Core classes are attended by every student 
according to their particular phase. After the core classes have been attended, the peer 
group meets to discuss the insights gleaned from the lectures and core classes, including 
topics pertaining to Christian Education. 

The Christian Education and Urban Ministries peer group consists of persons 
having a calling in Christian Education. Cohorts bring skills and knowledge to the learning 
forum. Peer group members come from various backgrounds and communities of ministry. 


They offer support to every member as they progress through their phases. Study, 


research, problem solving and thinking “outside of the box” were strongly encouraged. 
The peers engaged one another to ensure that learning took place. 

Additional learning was encouraged in this peer group via assigned reading in the 
field of Christian Education. As the group developed their projects, the various ministries’ 
focus worked together in harmony. One developed Sunday Curriculum, which gives the 
church the foundation of what we believe; another developed a curriculum to train 
churches how to develop an effective Prison Ministry. Still, another brought awareness to 
the importance of incorporating technology in Christian Education to ensure the learning 
of generation X and how it reaches a new generation of people. The final project sought 
to develop a curriculum to train the church how to effectively reach out to a changing 


community in order that they may be able to “Fish In Mixed Waters.” 
Spiritual Autobiography 
What Is The Difference? 


For there is no distinction between Jew and Greek; the same Lord 
is Lord of all and is generous to all who call on him. Romans 10:12 


(NRSV) 


Kecia DeCosta’s spiritual journey has been and still is one that is full of excitement 
and enlightenment, which helped her to stay buoyant during the times of transition in her 
life. During her journey, she had to learn to adapt and adjust to different circumstances 
along the way and although her life was not always “peaches and cream” there seemed to 
have been a recurring theme that ran throughout every transition of her life. The theme is, 
“Mixed Waters.” Each major transition in Kecia’s life has placed her in multicultural 
environments, which she believes prepared and conditioned her for the project of “Fishing 


In Mixed Waters.” The multicultural environments served as the laboratory that provided 


her with insights into the spiritual conditions and challenges of ministering in mixed 
waters. It has given her a glimpse of the mixed nation that God intends for the Kingdom of 
God to become. As the writer looks back over her journey, she realizes that she has been a 
fish in “Mixed Waters” herself. Her “Nautical” experiences have catapulted her into the 
calling of God on her life today. 

Kecia’s theological belief is that spirituality is not always realized at the moment 
of its inception. She believes that although faith is the substance of things hoped and the 
evidence of things not seen (Hebrews / 1:1), it is a collection of past experiences with God 
that may be personally realized or unrealized, whether good, bad or ugly that culminates in 
a moment when our chronological journey meets with God’s timing. Thus the revelation 
is that God has been ordering our steps all along. God has a plan for everyone. A theme is 
always following you throughout life that will be recognized in God’s time. Kecia learned 
many lessons from one “nautical” experience to the next. Each of her experiences 
propelled her to another level of learning that resulted in the birthing of “Fishing In Mixed 
Waters.” 

The first “nautical” experience caused Kecia to wonder what the difference was 
between a person of one race and another. This question was of importance to her, 
because her parents did not try to taint her thoughts about people of another race or 
culture. Though her mother was from the south and had witnessed and experienced racial 
tension, she did not teach hatred of another because of the color of their skin. Kecia’s 
father, who was born and raised in Washington, DC and had experienced the same things 
as her mother, refused to pour negativity into Kecia or her other siblings. Kecia’s mother 
believed that they should talk about their history and struggles and make them aware of 


the current issues of their people, but she also believed that racism was a learned behavior 


that she was unwilling to teach. Kecia’s parents were often at odds with each other, which 
contributed to the waves of transition in the lives of Kecia and her siblings. 

Kecia experienced the flow of a multicultural environment at Stanton Elementary 
School in Washington, DC. Her fifth grade year she had to deal with her first known racial 
incident. While preparing for their annual Square Dance Program, Kecia’s teacher 
proceeded to distribute the program that consisted of the date, time, location and the 
attire. She noticed at the bottom of the page was the name of her partner. She was 
excited that he was one of her friends whom she had associated with for a couple of years. 
She assumed that he would be as excited as she was because of their close relationship. 
Unfortunately, this was not the case. This friend of Italian descent appeared to be glad that 
Kecia was his partner while they were practicing. Both were determined to be the best. 

. However, on the day before the event, something unusual occurred. Kecia’s 
partner did not speak to her that morning, nor did he want to practice. Normally, he would 
share candy with her daily, but she did not expect it because of his strange behavior. When 
the teacher approached Kecia and her partner about practicing, he dropped his head and 
announced to her that he does not like Kecia anymore and assigning him to another 
partner would be the best thing. The teacher could not convince him to stick with his 
assigned partner. Kecia’s little heart was crushed, because she did not understand the 
change in her partner’s attitude. The second partner was Asian as Kecia’s “nautical” 
experience would have it, which was no consolation. 

On the day of the square dance, Kecia’s former partner approached her with candy 
as if nothing had happened. Kecia being the little interrogator, which was a typical 
behavior for her, began to question him while backing him into the corner. She was 


determined to get an answer out of him. Finally, as Kecia’s ex-partner’s face tumed the 


color of beets, he looked at her with water-filled eyes and said, “The only reason that I 
said I did not like you was because of my father. When I told him that you were my 
partner, he said he did not want me being seen dancing with a black girl, because you all 
are not like us. But my mother told me that since you have been a school friend all of this 
time, I should just go ahead anyway, and she will handle my dad.” 

Suddenly, Kecia was overcome with madness, yet a light came on at the same time 
bringing into view the history lessons she had been learning in school and from her 
parents. Kecia had her first encounter with issues surrounding race. She finally understood 
her mother’s conviction that racism is a learned behavior. Children can do well together 
regardless of the color of their skin. Although Kecia knew that her ex-partner was Italian, 
it never occurred to her that it made a difference in their friendship. This revelation sent 
Kecia home feeling a sense of demotion. Her father was livid, and he strongly expressed 
his indignation for the person and the situation. He told Kecia’s mother, “This is why I 
tell these kids about our struggles so that they will already have their mind set to be in the 
defense mold!” Kecia was advised by her father to end the friendship with her Italian 
friend. However, her mother spent that evening affirming Kecia because her feelings were 
deeply hurt. She focused on the fact that her friend always spoke about going to church. 
Therefore, Kecia did not expect this kind of behavior from her old friend. Her mother 
explained to her that God did not create us to hate one another, especially because of the 
differences in our color. She told Kecia that one should be aware that to be prejudiced is a 
learned behavior and that her friend’s actions were indicative of what he was being taught. 
Even though Kecia’s old buddy tried to restore their friendship, she never looked at him 


the same. She wished that everyone could get along. Kecia was not swimming at that time. 


She was floating. Swimming usually implies that one knows where they are going. 
However, when floating, one never knows where the tides will take them. 

Throughout Kecia’s elementary school years, she met many friends of a different 
race and culture, although, her school was predominately African American and located in 
a predominately African American community. 

Kecia continued to swim through, “Mixed Waters.” Her next “nautical” 
experience occurred when her mother abruptly moved Kecia and her siblings to a new 
apartment. It was strange to Kecia that her Dad did not move with them. Kecia’s parents, 
though they appeared to have been in love, were constantly at odds. Because of their low 
income with four children to feed, life got a bit hard for the Roberts. The arguments got 
worse and Kecia was too old to try the old whimper and sniffling thing that she would 
normally use to keep the peace between her parents. The relationship had become very 
intense between her parents. None of the Roberts children would dare try to intervene. 
Abraham and Gladys’ arguments quickly graduated from slamming doors to the ultimate— 
physical fighting. Kecia began to realize that her greatest fear had become a reality. No 
longer could whimpering stop the inevitability of her father and mother breaking up. Their 
divorce caused Kecia sadness and relief, because it meant that the physical fighting 
between her parents ended. The absence of her father made her feel as though her family 
was incomplete, yet his presence was still there. She felt that her family would be 
protected and provided for, in spite of the fact that her father was no longer around. 

The author realizes now that God was there all along (Hebrews 13:5). Kecia 
moved into a new phase of her life. She had a strong heart for her dad. She spent a lot of 


time with him when he worked his second job and when her mother worked late. 


In an effort to have continuity in their life, Kecia’s mother employed a Korean 
woman who was married to a close friend (African American) to be Kecia’s childcare 
provider. She rendered services in her home approximately one block from where Kecia 
lived. Kecia enjoyed being there because this woman was kind to her. She cooked good 
Korean food, and there were lots of kids with whom to play. Her childcare provider called 
the children her little, “Rainbow Clan,” because it was a multicultural/racial group. There 
were two African Americans, one Caucasian, one Hispanic and four Asian (family 
members of the Child Care Provider). The care provider kept the kids together and 
demanded that they all get along. She insisted that we were family. To Kecia, this type of 
environment felt as if this was the way life was supposed to be. She never suspected or felt 
any racial bias or tension there. This arrangement seemed to have been the best situation 
until Kecia’s mother discovered that her childcare provider would occasionally smoke 
illegal drugs. As a result, Kecia’s mother moved her to another childcare provider. 

This situation was not the best for Kecia because this new woman was neither kind 
nor fair. She always made differences between Kecia and the other kids. She made Kecia 
have chores in her house, while the other children played freely. She would give the other 
kids snacks, but always seemed to leave Kecia out. Kecia’s mother was very protective. 
She noticed that her little girl was not comfortable in that lady’s house. Kecia’s mother 
decided to allow Kecia to care for herself after school. Kecia was required to call her 
mother at 3:00 p.m. every day, stay in the house and not to answer the door. 

Kecia’s life was constantly floating from one lagoon to the next. This became the 
expected norm. In the midst of each transition, Kecia looked forward to the day when she 


would be all grown up. She felt that, as an adult, the only transitions she would have to go 
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through would those that she caused. As a child, she had no control or input as to how she 
would live or how her life would turn out, but God was guiding her future all along. 

The next “Nautical” level Kecia embarked upon was during her junior years. Her 
mother worked hard in an effort to make more money and to get her family out of the 
ghetto into a better place. Kecia had to adjust to living in different locations and meeting 
different friends. She was eager to make friends, yet she did not stay in one spot long 
enough to have an emotional bond with anyone. Kecia had nice friends and they appeared 
to like her, but they were not always as loyal to her as she was to them. After her mother 
married a military man, Kecia moved with her family to Andrews AFB in Camp Springs, 
MD. Kecia had to adjust to new friends, new location and definitely a new environment. 
This multicultural environment inspired Kecia the most, when it came to her views about 
how life should be. She had all types of friends (African American, Asian, Hispanic, 
Portuguese, French, British, etc.). 

Kecia was exposed to a lot while living on the base. She was introduced to youth 
centers, recreation centers and different types of programs for the youth to get involved. 
Her previous neighborhood had none of these programs and was not safe for night dances. 
If one would go to a party or dance in Kecia’s old neighborhood, they would have gone 
there at their own risk. On base, there was a library within walking distance from where 
Kecia lived, and she took advantage of everything that military family life had to offer. She 
was accustomed to a neighborhood that had a lot to be desired when it came to 
beautification. Her previous neighborhood was a place where home was definitely what 
you made it. 

As Kecia spent most of her junior high and high school years living on Andrews 


AFB, there were still adjustments that had to be made, especially when she began to date. 


1] 


She met many people when she was in high school, because she traveled in and out of 
town a lot with the track team of Central Senior High. Kecia was a part of a small track 
team that was coached by a man whose entire life was wrapped up in track and field. Mr. 
Bowie was determined that all eight of the girls (including Kecia) on his team would get 
scholarships to college. His training was rigorous. Other local coaches wondered how he 
was able to get so much out of an all black track team, being a white man. 

Her dating was pretty much supervised, because her dad (Abraham) was the 
Assistant Coach of the track team. He was always there. Her dates would often consist of 
meeting her friends after a track meet at a restaurant, which the entire team would 
patronize, and Kecia was able to eat with her friend. Her time on the track team taught 
her that people can accomplish great things together and that relationships form to 
enhance your life and bring about new experiences that are not predicated on the color of 
ones skin, nor their economical status. 

This season ushered Kecia into her next “Nautical” experience in that she obtained 
a track and field scholarship to the University of Rhode Island in Kingston, RI where the 
population of the African American (AA) at that time was 1% and most AA were athletes , 
(including Kecia). At first, this was a little shocking to Kecia because Central High School 
was predominately African American, yet at the same time she was conditioned for the 
environment demographic shift because she was raised most of her school years on 
Andrews A.F.B. For Kecia, going to school and living in a mixed neighborhood on 
Andrews A.F.B. was a good experience. However, to actually have to live with people of 
different cultures and race was an experience that Kecia had not considered. God in His 
infinite wisdom was preparing and pushing Kecia to higher heights in Him. Yet she did not 


know it at the time. The food was different. The people were different. Her track coach 
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was a white woman who did not seem to be acclimated to the African American culture at 
that time. Kecia and her roommate, who was also from the Washington, DC area, were 
the only AA on the track team. The track coach was interested in building a strong 
sprinters team, which is why she came to Washington, DC to recruit Kecia and her 
roommate. 

Kecia made friends that were to be her friends for life. They were AA, White, 
Portuguese, and Asian. Kecia even became acquainted and later became good friends with 
a few Cap Verdians. She did not know that they were anything other than AA until they 
began to talk. They were people of Portuguese and African descent who came to Rhode 
Island because of a drought in their lands. 

One of Kecia’s best friends was an Italian boy whom she called, Netti. He was 
quite smitten with Kecia. Though she did not feel the same about him, they were 
inseparable when it came to math and history. Netti helped to pull Kecia through in math, 
and she helped him in history, though both of them needed reinforcements in chemistry. 
The time that Kecia spent at URI was priceless. She realized that God was charting her 
course through “Mixed Waters” during that time. He made her life a Spiritual Journey. 
Today, she knows that God was much closer than she realized. 

The Road to Salvation was the period in the author’s life in which she had to come 
to terms with that fact the God was there waiting for her to take notice. Her life became a 
little murky when navigating through a marriage that appeared to be the platform that 
thrust Kecia into the presence of God. She gave her life to God on December 1984, which 
was the night before she gave birth to her son, Karlos. Two weeks after this miracle, Kecia 
and her husband separated, and she proceeded to be all that she could be in God, including 


accepting the call of God on her life to preach the gospel. 
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Everything that happened in Kecia’s life, whether good or bad was used to usher 
her into the faith of Jesus Christ. God used her void of fulfillment and her frustrations and 
pains to push her into the new life that she now knows. The Apostle Paul was right about 
all things working together for the good of those that love Him and that are the called 


according to His purpose (Romans 8:28). 
Mount Pleasant Baptist Church 


Mount Pleasant Baptist Church (MPBC) is located in the North West area 
Washington, DC approximately seven blocks up from the Washington, DC downtown 
area. MPBC is within four blocks of the Howard University’s campus. This flavors the 
area with various cultural and ethnic experiences. MPBC is located within two blocks 
North Capitol Street, which leads one right into Capitol Hill where the politicians work 
and meet. 

MPBC congregation consists mostly of members who were born and raised in the 
MPBC area, where they raised their children and grandchildren. The members are basically 
educated and spiritually grounded people. God has placed schoolteachers, doctors, 
dentists, pharmacists, attorneys, homemakers, as well as college students, musicians, 
government employees, hairdressers, etc. in Mount Pleasant to hold on to tradition. When 
it comes to the running of the church, the senior members often made conservative 
decisions based on nostalgia and were not open to change. The newer members appear to 
be complacent and perhaps they feel a sense of resistance against their new ideas and 
views of ministry. 

Kecia DeCosta came to MPBC as a licensed preacher/teacher from another 


church. It was at MPBC that she was introduced to the ministry of Christian Education. 
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When Kecia was presented with the opportunity to become the Director of Christian 
Education, she was led by God to propose to her Pastor the advantages of having a full 
time Director of Christian Education. Since the ministry of Christian Education at MPBC 
is the ministry that has.a charge to equip everyone to be effective in their area of ministry, 
lead the members in Christian maturation, and help the church become more evangelistic 
and outreach oriented, Kecia seeks to develop a Christian Education Board that inclides 
evangelism in every area of ministry. 

Kecia understands that her past experiences with working and dealing with 
different people over the years was preordained by God in order that she might be able to 
lead a large group of people from various ministries that have various backgrounds and 
abilities, Kecia seeks to bring about more cohesiveness with the Christian Education 


Department so that the educational foundation in MPBC continues to prosper. 


CHAPTER TWO 


THE STATE OF THE ART IN THIS MINISTRY PROJECT 


The principles of evangelism are found in many books today. There is a plethora of 
resources on Christian evangelism that provides information on the various techniques that 
are considered to be effective during this day and time. However, there are not many 
books that focus directly on the inner issues of the believer, such as, insecurities, 
prejudices, self-centeredness, etc. that hinders the urgency to reach out in the changing 
community of their local church. 

The information given on the techniques of evangelism is helpful. To be effective 
in the inner city, believers must be free from their own barriers and motivated to 
evangelize in a community that is diverse in culture, race, economic status, sexual 
persuasions and ideologies. Steve Sjogren uses a modified Engel’s Scale for evangelism 
readiness in his book entitled, /0/ Ways To Reach Your Community. He explains the 
progressive phases through which a non-believer is led to Christ. Sjogren suggests that a 
non-believer begins his/ journey to discipleship through a nudge of kindness. Acts of 
kindness and life traumas are the conduits used by the Holy Spirit to usher the non- 
believer into the awareness of God working in his/her life. Sjogren expresses the 
importance of patience in the process of evangelism. Conversion is cultivated by the 


ongoing, consistent contact and communication with the non-believer. We are merely 
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planting seeds and watering them until the harvest of the Lord is manifested. 1 The 
Apostle Paul informs us in I Corinthians 3:6 that God uses us to plant seeds; however, the 
responsibility to draw the non-believer is in the hand of God. 

Rick Richardson’s Evangelism Outside the Box introduces new ways to help 
people experience the Good News. Richardson expresses the importance of moving past 
the ideas and practices that are sacred to us, but not sacred to God, in order that we might 
reach the people of today who believe that all truth is relative. Richardson teaches that 
one should trust in the Holy Spirit to guide him/her in awakening the interest of others by 
appealing to what they value instead of what we think they should value. On numerous 
occasions the bible depicted Jesus as one who reached the heart of man through building 
relationships with them. He took the time to ask questions that would bring a person’s 
“Core Value” to the surface. Learning what one values the most will help the evangelist to 
lead the individual into a transforming experience with God.? 

Will McRaney Jr. believes that people are looking for spiritual answers to life’s 
significant questions as the culture and landscape of America changes. There are many 
views and spiritual ideas in America that capture the attention of people who are seeking 
these answers. Therefore, coming to the church for those answers is not as prevalent as 
before. The thrust of McRaney’s view on evangelism is effective communication. 
Effective evangelism consists of engaging in personal and relevant communication for the 
culture of today. In light of this, McRaney believes that limits our communicating the 


gospel. As one communicates the gospel, it is given based on the evangelist’s perspectives 


' Steve Sjogren, /01 Ways To Reach Your Community (Colorado Springs, CO: Navpress, 2001), 


14, 


2 Rick Richardson, Evangelism Outside The Box: New Ways to Help People Experience the 
Good News (Downers Grove, IL: InterVarsity Press, 2000), 21. 
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and values. The receiver of the gospel message naturally decodes it based on their own 
cultural biases, perspectives and experiences. Our communicating God’s message is 
influenced by our background.? 

The Soulwinner by C.H. Spurgeon is one of the few that deals with the inner 
qualities of the evangelist. His sentiment is that the soul winner must possess Godward 
qualities. One of the main qualities that a soul winner should exhibit is holiness. Spurgeon 
believes that people not only preach what they believe, but also what they live. Holiness 
should show itself in communion with God. The power of soul winning is when one 
delivers his/her own message.* 

The inner issues of the evangelist must be settled if one is going to effectively 
reach out to a changing community. Spencer Perkins and Christ Rice’s, More than Equals 
focuses on racial healing for the sake of the gospel. These writings culminated out of a 
strong friendship between two men from extremely different backgrounds. Spencer’s 
passion came from the memory of visiting his father (black activist) in jail, who had been 
beaten swollen. Rice’s circumstances were different in that he grew up attending an elite 
college and became a lawyer. Spencer and Rice became friends in the ministry of 
reconciliation. They highlight the fact that reconciliation has to be personal. In order to 
make the process of reconciliation personal, one must empathize the pain of others and 


accept it as their issue, too.* Reconciliation requires one to be unselfish in their thinking 


3 Will McRaney Jr., The Art of Personal Evangelism: Sharing Jesus in a Changing Culture 
(Nashville: Broadman & Holman Publishers, 2003), 75. 


4+ C,H. Spurgeon, The Soulwinner (New Kensington: Whitaker House, 1995), 42. 


5 Spencer Perkins and Chris Rice, fore Than Equals (Downers Grove. IL: InterVarsity Press, 
2000), 36. 
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and be true to the calling of God on their life to be a part of the reconciliation program of 
God. 

Gerald L. Sittser’s Loving Across Our Differences expresses the importance of 
love being the main objective of every believer in their endeavors to reach out. The 
Apostle Paul, in I Corinthians 13, conveys that the manner in which the believer treats 
another is the most sincere demonstration of His love (Galatians 6:2, Romans 13:10). As 
Christians, we must exhibit the love of Christ in all that we do. We are his ambassadors (2 
Corinthians 5:20). We are representatives of God on earth. 

Darrell Robinson expresses the importance of the church being the church. In his 
book entitled, Total Church Life, Darrell Robinson suggests that the greatest need of our 
time is not economic, social, political or ecological. Our greatest need is a first-century 
church in a twenty-first century world. To enlist people in the mission of the church, 
Robinson suggests the following; prayer, ask God to impress upon the hearts of those who 
need to be involved, publicize the need to the people, survey membership roll to consider 
every member as a possibility, ask individuals to accept the responsibility, present 
challenges and explain requirements, secure the people’s commitment once the 
expectations are defined; train the people in an effort to equip them for evangelism and 
continue to build enthusiasm. Building enthusiasm is key to the momentum of this 
ministry. We have to encourage people by reminding them that they are not working for 
the leader, they are working for the Lord. The Apostle Paul tells us in Colossian 3:23, 


“Whatsoever ye do, do it heartily, as to the lord, and not unto men.”6 


6 Darrell W. Robinson, Total Church Life: Exalt, Equip, Evangelize (Nashville, TN: Broadman 
& Holman Publishers. 1985), 98-100. 
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Evangelism is essential to the vibrancy of every Christian. Scott J. Jones states 
that love is the basis for our faith. Therefore, it is imperative that we reach out to others 
because we would be loving God well. Challenging the non-believer to rethink or change 
their faith/religion is a component of our love for them. If we do not evangelize them, we 
are not loving them well.? 

Motivating the believers of God to evangelism appears to be a challenge in many 
churches. There are books that offer various techniques on evangelism. However, books 
to motivate the believer to fulfill the great commission are few. The researcher found that 
Patricia Cranton’s section on Critical Self-Reflection in her book, Professional 
Development as Transformative Learning: New Perspectives for Teachers of Adults, was 
helpful. Cranton suggests that the only true transformation in an individual comes when 
they have done critical self-reflection. Critical reflection is the central process in 
transformative learning. Our natural human interest in emancipation drives us to reflect on 
the way we see ourselves, our history, our knowledge and our social roles. People often 
view the world based on their experiences, history and knowledge.® The researcher 
believes that if one would reflect inward they would understand their inner barriers to 
fishing in mixed waters thus enabling them to begin working through their own hindrances 


in order to be effective in reaching out in a community that no longer looks like them. 


7 Scott J. Jones, The Evangelistic Love of God and Neighbor: The Theology of Witness and 
Discipleship (Nashville, TN: Abingdon Press, 2003). 


8 Patricia Cranton, Professional Development as Transformative Learning: New Perspectives 
Jor Teachers of Adults (San Francisco, CA: Jossey-Bass, 1996), 75. 


CHAPTER THREE 


THEORETICAL FOUNDATION 


The transition of our inner cities and the trend of churches to move to the suburbs 
cause one to wonder: what is to become of the souls of the people in the inner city? Are 
the remaining churches in the inner city equipped to reach out in a mixed community 
(race, ethnicity, financial status, sexual persuasions, etc.)? MPBC is determined to remain 
in the inner city. It is situated in an area that is transitioning from a predominately African 
American community to a diverse community of race, ethnicity, culture and persuasions. 

Change can be good at times and to have a mixed community is certainly 
acceptable to God. Unless the remaining churches in the community equip themselves to 
deal with mixed waters, the demographic shift will create division within the community. 
The church must become more aggressive and inclusive in its approach to reaching and 
ministering to the diversity within the community. 

MPBC is now challenged to address the holistic needs of the changing community 
Unfortunately, an ethos of insularity exists amount the present congregants at MPBC. 
MPBC is doing more ministering within the church, than outreach in the immediate 
community. The church is providing evangelistic efforts in the greater Washington DC 
area, such as feeding the homeless, opening the clothing ministry and foreign missions. 


However, the church is not evangelizing in the immediate community of the church. It 
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appears as though the church and its neighbors are like two ships passing in the night 
because there is little dialogue between MPBC and its neighborhood. 

The NW section of Washington, DC has changed economically. Therefore, its 
residents have no need for our soup kitchens and clothing drives. Since our urban 
communities are quickly changing, churches are now challenged to reach and meet the 
spiritual, as well as the natural needs of the urban community in which they exist. These 
newly found revamped, reconstructed neighborhoods are changing. The cost of housing is 
increasing to unaffordable heights, forcing those who were already strapped financially to 
move to the outer skirts of the suburbs and pushing those who lived on the streets of the 
inner city out of the city because they are considered an eyesore to the new neighbors that 
consist of upper class whites, blacks, gays, lesbians and foreigners who team up with their 
extended families in order to be able to afford the newly renovated housing in the urban 
city 

MPBC is constantly equipping herself to be prepared to minister to everyone. To 
reach out and build relationships with those in the community for the sake of the Kingdom 
is MPBC’s goal. However, there appears to be no urgency to evangelize and reach out in 
its immediate community. With the older members holding strictly to tradition and 
continuing to be a bit nostalgic in their approach to ministry and not being open to change, 
the newer members, as well as the Young Adult’s, are not encouraged to be active. Their 
thoughts, views, inputs and suggestions appear to go unheard, not taken seriously or 
clearly not being considered. There is the feeling of silent rejection and disapproval from 
the members who have been there a long time to the newer members. The shadow of 
disappointment, disenchantment and disengagement is evident in the countenance of the 


newer members. This creates a forum for inactivity. Since the older members are no longer 


22 


able to minister as in times past and the newer members are discouraged, the motivation to 
evangelize the community is null and void. 

The new fad for churches is to leave the inner city, where the masses of people 
suffer from disease, such as AIDS, homelessness, drug addiction, prostitution and 
violence, to move to the more affluent neighborhoods of the suburbs, where Mega- 
Churches are built more economically and where those parishioners who are strong tithers 
reside. This context shift enhanced the new phenomenon of Mega Churches and Multi 
Media ministries. People are moving to churches where the parking lots are filled with 
expensive automobiles. The women can be found wearing mink stoles and men wearing 
Bill Blass suits and where the new gospel is the good news of finance, prosperity and 
health. The question arises, “what then is the state of those left behind with drained 
resources and the migration of the masses in a community that now appears foreign?” 

The focus of this project is to develop a curriculum using Christian Education as a 
means to encourage, enhance, educate and train the church to be motivated and effective 
at Fishing in Mixed Waters. In an effort to fulfill the plan that God has for us in being a 
part of His evangelistic program, it is imperative that the church develops and/or enhances 
its evangelistic skills on a continuous basis in order to keep up with the time in which we 
live and to be able to be more effective in reaching out to our communities. Through us, 
by way of God, non-believers will be liberated from people, things, issues and most of all, 
themselves. Real liberation comes from God. Fellowship with God is the beginning and 
end of human liberation.' Therefore, the church is to lead and offer the gift of liberation to 


those who do not know the Lord in the condition they are in and to those who have fallen 


! James H. Cone, God of the Oppressed (Maryknoll, NY: Orbis Books, 1997), 130. 
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away from the faith. There is a strong need for a curriculum of inclusiveness and transition 
to equip the body of Christ to cast our hooks and nets into mixed waters in a new and 
changing urban climate. 

Where our communities once consisted of a particular race, Zion is now calling 
the church to reach beyond what they know as the norm and serve a new multicultural 
community that consists of working people, retired people, families, couples (heterosexual 
and homosexual), and single people. The church must embrace a community that consists 
of those who are varied in their economic status, who are of different cultures and who are 
of different faiths or no faith at all. God would have us to do this with urgency. He would 
have us to live the life we profess as we reach out to the community (Ephesians 5:15-21). 
God is calling all of us that profess Jesus as our Lord and Savior to Fish in Mixed Waters. 

It has been the plan of God to bring all things in heaven and in earth under Christ 
Jesus. Therefore, his grace and mercy has endured throughout all ages toward us, 
affording us a little time to recognize that we are nothing without him (Acts 17:28) and 
that we were created for His glory and purpose (Revelation 4:11). It is His will that Christ 


be the center of all things and for all things to be subject to him.? 
Biblical Foundations 


Therefore, when reaching out in our communities we must keep in mind that all of 


us were created by God and in his image. 


2? Watchmen Nee, Eternal Purpose (Anaheim, CA: Living Stream Ministry, 1993), 19. 
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Old Testament Foundation 


So God created humankind in his image, in the image of God he 
created them; male and female he created them. Genesis 1:27 


(NRSV) 


Too often when dealing with people, saved or unsaved, we do not consider or look 
at each person as a product of God. We do not appreciate the moment, which has been 
ordained by God, the opportunity to talk about God, who created us, or the person of 
whom we are presenting God. It is as if we do not see them as people who God created 
and made with the same basic qualities that make us all humans. 

Man’s role on earth is significant in that he/she is the head and crown of all of 
God’s created beings from whence the world’s history and the Kingdom of God begins.* 
This history started with the first man, Adam, whose name means man (Hebrew). All of 
mankind started with him?. 

God created us naturally in His image as a spiritual being with understanding, 
freedom of will and various affections. Also, God created us in His political image, to 
govern this world. In other words He gave us dominion over all the earth and He made us 
in His moral image. Thus, we are able to live righteous and holy (Ephesians 4:24).° 

Not only did God create us, He also made us, chose us, and dispatched us to be 


made in His image. The Hebrew meaning of image is (tselem) from an unused root 


3 Martin Luther King, Jr., Strength to Love (New York: Walker and Company, 1984), 39. 


4 CF. Keil and F. Delitzsch, Commentary On the Old Testament, Vol. 10: Pentateuch (Omaha, 
NE: Parsons Church Group) 


5 Howard Clark Kee, Cambridge Annotated Study Bible, NRSV with Apocrypha (Cedar Rapids, 
JA: Parsons Technology, Inc.) 


6 John Wesley, Renew My Heart (Uhrichsville, OH: Barbour Publishing, 2002), 125. 
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meaning to shade; a phantom, i.e. (figurative) illusion, resemblance, hence a 
representative figure, especially an ido/ :- image, vain shew.” 

In other words, when God made us He made us managers of His creation. He 
endowed us with His image. This is important because in the ancient world, an image was 
believed to have the very essence of the deity it represented. Therefore, whatever idol they 
worshipped, they believed that their needs, desires or that which was essential for life was 
granted through that idol. In other words, it is not that the idol looks like the deity, rather 
it was believed that the deity’s’ work was accomplished through the idol. Likewise, we 
may not physically look like God, nor can we do what God does, but we have the essence 


of God in us. The governing work of God is seen to be accomplished through people. 


Hebrew grammar and the knowledge of the ancient Near East interpreted as God 
making man in His own image; “Let us make man as our image.” Humans are symbols of 
God on earth. Just as an Emperor might place statues of himself in remote parts of his 
empire to declare his rulership in that particular area, God places people as living symbols 
of Himself on earth to represent His reign.® 

Not only are we made in God’s own image in that we have the essence of God in us, 
we can represent Him on earth. We are able to act like Him. In making us in His image, 


He has empowered us and equipped us to be like Him. We are able to accomplish this task 


7 James Strong, Exhaustive Concordance of the Bible (Nashville: Abingdon, 1973) “Greek and 
Hebrew Dictionary.” 6754. 


8 Earl Radmacher, Ronald B Allen, and H. Wayne House, .Velson’s New Illustrated Bible 
Commentary (Nashville, TN: Thomas Nelson Publishers, 1999), 6. 
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through our conscience, self-awareness and spiritual discernment. Being made in God’s 
image is figurative in that God does not have a body (John 4:24). 

Therefore, we do not share God’s physical makeup, like a parent and their children 
(genetically). However, we do share His communicable attributes (life, personality, truth, 
wisdom, love, holiness, justice), and have the capacity for spiritual fellowship with Him, as 
well as with each other. This is why it is imperative that we respect the value of every 
person because we are all made in the image of God. Those of us who have accepted 
Jesus Christ as our Lord and Savior are the stronger of all of God’s creation and are 
charged to help those who are in darkness. 

Regardless of one’s race, ethnic background, economic status or neighborhood, 
he/she is valuable to God. It makes no difference whether one is a drug user, a prostitute 
or the elite or privileged as one who believes that life is so good that he does not have 
need for a Savior. God desires that we afford them the benefit of hearing the gospel. 

We must allow God to use us in His vineyard to help reconcile all things in heaven 
and earth under Christ (Ephesians 3). We must be beacon lights on a hill directing men and 
women to the one true God. Everyone has within them the ability to be a symbol of God 
on earth because we are made in His image. . 

In light of the fact that we are all created by God and are made in His image, the 
urgency to redeem the times would be appropriate. The willingness to tell the world about 
a Savior who died in their place so that eternal life is made available for all that accepts is 


what God desires. 


° Craig S. Keener, Bible Background Commentary (Downers Grove. IL: InterVarsity. 1994). 


New Testament Foundation 


But he had to go through Samaria. John 4:4 (NRSV) 

Jesus traveled to a place where the people were the descendants of the Samaritans 
who were colonized by the king of Assyria in place of the deported Israelites. The 
colonists put their gods into the houses of the high places that the Samaritans had made 
for their own religious use. Bands of colonists contributed to the settlement of affairs in 
that unquiet region. Heathen colonists were introduced by Sargon in 721 BC and again in 
715 BC (2 Kings 17:24), by Esarhaddon, 680 BC (Ezra 4:2), and finally by Osnapper, i.e., 
Ashurbanipal, the last Great Assyrian emperor (669-626 BC), who added people from 
Elam to the population. 

As a result, the Samaritans were a mixed race with a pagan core (Ezra 4:2). They 
were denied access to the temple for worship by Zerubabel. Alexander the Great built a 
tempie for the Samaritans on Mt. Gerizim, of which Manasseh became high priest. Their 
blood would become more and more Hebraized by the addition of renegade Jews and by 
intermarriage with surrounding Israelites, who would find among them the familiar 
worship of former times. 

It was to such a people that Jesus declares in John chapter four “ must needs go 
through Samaria.” Original Word, d¢1, is rendered “must needs,” meaning it was 
necessary because of the fulfilling of a plan.!° Samaria was between Judea and Galilee. 
The most direct and usual way to Galilee was to pass through Samaria. However, the 


Jews took a circuitous route on the east side of the Jordan, (Matthew 2:22). They sought 


10 W. E. Vine, Complete Expository Dictionary of Old and New Testament Words (Nashville: 
Thomas Nelson, 1996). 
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to avoid the Samaritans because of the animosity that had developed as a result of their 
history. 

Thus, the necessity must be understood in a different way: Jesus went to Samaria 
to give the Samaritans what he had given to Nicodemus—the offer of eternal life by being 
born again. Furthermore, by going to Samaria and bringing the gospel to the despised 
Samaritans, he showed that he was above the Jewish prejudices. 

Although Jesus came to offer the Samaritan woman what he offered Nicodemus, 
he made a transition from ministering to a male member of the Jewish religious institution 
to show compassion, concer and care for a woman of a people who were hated by the 
Jews. Jesus was not concerned about his reputation because he spent time with this 
woman in spite of the fact that Jewish Rabbis did not speak in public to women. His 
agenda. was too important than to allow the limiting ignorance of people to stop its 
progress. Jesus’ transition broke the barrier between male and female, a chosen people and 
a people who were considered a rejected people. Jesus offered the grace of God to both 
Jew and Samaritan.!! 

The Samaritan woman was despised by her community because she led a life that 
was considered scandalous, although the bible never stated why the woman had a 
succession of husbands. The man she had at the time of meeting Jesus was not her 
husband. She was also despised by the Jews because of her mixed ancestry, yet Jesus 
spoke to her in broad daylight. He was not concerned about being seen talking to her. 
Jesus’ concern was that she understood that He could change her life. He was the way to 


true salvation. He wanted her to know that he was the only one who could quench her 


11 Carol A. Newsom, and Sharon H. Ringe, #’omen’s Bible Commentary (Louisville. KY 
Westminster John Knox Press, 1998). 384, 
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thirsty soul. Jesus also wanted her to know that God is worshiped in spirit and in truth, not 
in a particular location. He wanted to set her free from her spiritual bondage. !? 

Once one is free from their own spiritual bondage, they are compelled to reach out 
to others. Many of us today are not as urgent in our reaching out because we have our 
own inner issues that have not truly been given to Jesus. Samuel Hines and Curtiss Paul 
DeYoung suggest in their book, Beyond Rhetoric; Reconciliation as a Way of Life, that 
the first century church understood reconciliation as God’s will. They also recognized that 
reconciliation becomes possible only when there is a personal transformation in the 
believer. Personal trarisformation precedes the practice of reconciliation.!3 The Samaritan 
woman was made free, then she ran to tell others about Jesus. 

We have a mandate from God to be on this same assignment (Matthew 28:18-19). 
None of us are perfect and we are all as filthy rags. However, He saw fit to look beyond 
the Samaritan woman’s fault and saw her need, as He has done for those who are saved. 
God sent Jesus to minister to His people, therefore, Christ sends us to be God’s 
expression of love (John 20:21). Out of God’s divine love He sent Jesus to serve through 
his faithfulness. Likewise, the community of believers is to be an expression of the divine 
love, as well as, to be an agency of love. The mission of the church is not to be separate 


from the love of God.!4 


'2 Ronald B Allen and H. Wayne House, Nelson's New Illustrated Bible Commentary (Nashville: 
Thomas Nelson, 1999), 1320. 
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Since we are made in the image of God, He has given us His essence. We are His 
representatives and we have the ability to act like Him. We have a life, personality, truth, 
wisdom, love, and holiness. We are able to implement and uphold justice, and are 


important enough to God to send His son to save us. 
Theological Foundations 


We have learned what we know about God through our experiences with Him. In 
our experiences with Him, He has revealed Himself as Sovereign God. His free, 
independent, self-sufficiency makes Him Lord. Within His Lordship, He is Creator. He 
created all things for His pleasure (Colossians 1:16-17, Revelation 4:11). God revealed 
Himself as Elohim (God’s Greatness) coming from the root meaning “power” or “fear.” 
This suggests God’s greatness or superiority over all other gods. Elohim identifies God as, 
“the subject of all divine activity revealed to man and as the object of all true reverence 
and fear for men.”!5 

Everything and everyone who has ever existed were thought of in the mind of 
God. All of us were on His heart, thus, we were created out of desire, which culminated in 
the manifestation of His will on earth. God created mankind in His image being capable of 
exercising volition, which is ultimately accountable to God.!6 

All of us depend on Him. Even if there is one who does not believe in Him, their 


origin is still in Him.!7 God’s creation of humans was special (Psalm 8:5, Genesis 1:27) in 


15 Jack B Scott, Theological Word Book of the Old Testament (Chicago: Moody, 1980), 1:44. 
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that they are the only creatures made in His image.'§ God made man a soul. What makes 
mankind who they are is their person. It is emotion, will and intellect derived from the 
character of God. That is what makes man special. This is how man physically reflects the 
image of God. The ability to think, make decisions and to love one another comes directly 
from Him. It is through our love that brings us back to the heart of God. It is the heart of 
God to be known to the world. God would do what is necessary to reveal Himself to us. 
Love is the greatest power that exists on earth. When we love, we pursue God. Augustine 
said, “What does it look like? It has hands to help others, feet to hasten to the poor and 
needy, eyes to see misery and want, ears to hear the sighs and sorrows of men. That is 
what love looks like.”!9 

Love is the way and motive behind God’s plan to reconcile all things. His desire 
has always been to have a relationship with His people. In His sovereignty, He put a plan 
in motion to ensure His will and that is through reconciliation. Reconciliation means 
bridging historical and traditional gaps between individuals, stimulating people to have 
mutual respect each other and to understand that we are all part of a oneness that we 
violate at our own risk. Biblical reconciliation is all of this and beyond.?° 

In view of the conditions of the Samaritans, God in all of His wisdom, power and 
love, reached out to a people that were considered by the Jews as outcasts. He moved 
through the person of his son, Jesus Christ, to bring about reconciliation. It has been the 


plan of God to bring all things in heaven and in earth under Christ Jesus. Therefore, his 
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grace and mercy has endured throughout all ages toward us, affording us a little time to 
recognize that we are nothing without him (Acts 17:28) and that we were created for His 
glory and purpose. It is his will that Christ be the center of all things and for all things to 
be subject to him.?! 

Therefore, in God’s sovereignty He makes a decision to defy the norms of society 
by moving past prejudices, attending to the alienated and oppressed and filling the voids of 
the forgotten. Simultaneously, God awaits recognition by those who are elite and well off, 
who believe that they have everything, both ephemeral and eternal. Often, man views God 
through the lenses of the condition of our lives. To the poor and down trodden, He is a 
God who provides His grace and mercy to remedy or deliver them out of their troubles. 
However, those who believe that they have it all together, God keeps them from trouble. 

Since God created us in His image, it is through us, by the way of Jesus Christ, 
that a new heaven and a new earth will be manifested. He has empowered us to be able to 
have a little bit of that right now. Christianity is not to be expressed only in heavenly 
terms, for it is a representation of our heavenly position on earth. Christianity is an 
expressed life, not a suppressed life. Christianity is not remote and unreal. It is very real 
and very practical.2? This is the spirit of “Altruism.” Altruism is the regard for and 
devotion to the interest of others. In his chapter on being a good neighbor, Dr. Martin 
Luther King, Jr. wrote about the good Samaritan, who was altruistic to the core. We must 


have the spirit of altruism and make the concerns of others first in our lives. 
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The good Samaritan has the capacity to look past the racial, cultural, religious and 
national differences of an individual to show love and concern. Therefore, the good 
neighbor is able to look beyond the color of a person’s skin and the differences in one’s 
culture. The inner quality defines that person. We are all called to love our neighbor. Dr. 
Martin Luther King, Jr. suggests that a good neighbor is one who possesses the spirit of 
altruism. Who is our neighbor? 

He is anyone toward whom you are neighborly. He is anyone who 

lies in need at life’s roadside. He is neither Jew nor Gentile; he is 

neither Russian nor American; he is neither Negro or white. He is a 


certain man—any needy man~on one of the numerous Jericho roads 
of life.25 


God’s community is to consist of an assortment of people from all walks of life 
who are invited by God. The people are in deep fellowship because of the common bond, 
which is the love of God. This fellowship consists of the sharing and caring of all. This is 
the Kingdom that God intends to have. The fellowship is with God and each other.?4 

For this reason the writer believes that those who know and love the Lord Jesus 
Christ are able to look past the barriers (race, culture, gender, economical status, 
tradition) of this world in order to create a community where God is the center. This 
community can exist only when the love of Christ is at the forefront of the minds of 
everyone in a given community; thus creating the Kingdom of Heaven on earth. 

The writer believes that this Kingdom of Heaven on earth was the idea of Dr. 


Martin Luther King, Jr,’s, “Beloved Community” vision. His idea of the “Beloved 


23 Martin Luther King, Jr., Strength to Love (New York: Walker and Company, 1984), 35. 


24 Curtiss Paul DeYoung, Coming Together: The Bible’s Message in an Age of Diversity (Valley 
Forge, PA: Judson Press, 1995), 163. 
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Community” consists of an interpreted society wherein unity is the thrust of social life. It 
is a community that involves personal and social relationships that are created by love.” 

According to King, this would be different from desegregation because it creates a 
society where men and women are physically desegregated yet spiritually segregated. It 
would leave the community with a sluggish equality of sameness instead of a constructive 
equality of oneness. However, the “Beloved Community” that Dr. King spoke about is a 
society that is entirely different. It is a society that enlarges the concept of 
brother/sisterhood to a vision of total interrelatedness.?¢ 

Therefore, God moves through us as vessels in the power of the Holy Spirit to 
reach out to those that are lost. God as sovereign planned before the foundations of the 
world to use those who are created in His image to reveal His manifold wisdom. It is 
through the church that the world, as well as those who are in the heavenlies, come to 


know the mysteries of God. It is God’s plan to bring all things under His son Jesus Christ. 


Historical Foundations 


The world has progressed economically, scientifically and environmentally with 
time, yet in many ways this day is not much different from the past. Just as the face of our 
communities is changing and becoming more diverse in culture and economic status, there 
are still those pockets of civilization that appear to be stuck in time. The modern day 
Samaritans are overwhelmingly, though not entirely, found in urban cities in areas 


primarily known as ghettoes. To be poor in America is to be without health care, adequate 


25 Kenneth L. Smith and Ira G. Zepp. Jr., Search for the Beloved Community (Valley Forge, PA: 
Judson Press, 1974), 28-29. : 


26 Martin Luther King. Stride Towards Freedom (New York: Harper. 1958), 9. 
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housing, or decent education, which results in deprived neighborhoods that foster a new 
kind of prejudice and racism that is analogous to the Samaritans who had been 
disconnected from the mainstream society willingly or unwillingly. The same issues that 
were addressed in 1" Century AD, persist in the 21“ Century. 

In February of 1906, an evangelistic renaissance to save souls via experiencing the 
spirit of the Lord falling upon willing vessels commenced with William Seymour. Seymour 
raised the matter of speaking in tongues to a Holiness church that was without a pastor. 
This was rejected. As a result, Seymour held meetings at the home of Richard and Ruth 
Asberry. These meetings became attractive to people from other churches (First and 
Second Baptist, as well as, some Holiness Churches). The congregants of these meetings 
were interracial (African Americans, Latin American, and Caucasian), and it involved 
women and lay people who exercised leadership and specialized gifts.?” 

At these meetings, people broke out in tongues as the spirit of the Lord gave them 
utterance just as on the day of Pentecost.?* There was a dimension of spiritual unity and 
equality that was rare for that time. It was said that “the color line was washed away in the 
blood.”2° This meant that the sin of racial prejudice had been cleansed by the power of the 
sanctifying work of the Holy Spirit. There was singing, dancing, tongue talking and 
interpretation. 

Needless to say, the word spread throughout the community like lightning. People 


continued to take notice and joined the meetings. People from all walks of life desired to 


27 “History,” Spirit Home; Available from www.spirithome.com: Internet; Accessed October 20, 
2001. 


28 Frank Bartleman, Azusa Street (South Plainfield, NJ: Bridge Publishing, 1980). xviii. 


29 Bartleman, Azusa Street, xviii. 
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learn and experience the blasting blaze of the Holy Ghost. As the meetings outgrew 
Richard and Ruth Asberry’s home, they rented an abandoned warehouse building on 
Azusa Street that was previously used as a livery stable. The Apostolic Faith Mission was 
started in this warehouse. This placed was used for sanctified souls to seek Pentecostal 
fullness and go out speaking in new tongues.*° 

The birth of the Pentecostal movement in May 1906 resulted in a mission that 
overflowed their new site. From this mission, the Pentecostal movement was birthed. 
There were pastors from everywhere, especially from the South. There were reporters 
from secular newspapers investigating the new religious sect that had people “breathing 
strange utterances and mouthing a creed which it would seem no sane mortal could 
understand” and there were “devotees of the weird doctrine that practices the most 
fanatical rites, preaches the wildest theories, and works themselves into a state of mad 
excitement.”3! 

Although, the spirit of the Lord appeared to be moving throughout churches all 
over the Nation, there was still that issue of race, even in the household of faith. Charles 
Parham, an old acquaintance of Seymour sought to consolidate the faithful in Los Angeles 
within the wider network of Apostolic Faith believers and to tame what he thought was 
out of control religious enthusiasm. He blamed the mixing and mingling of whites and 
blacks together on Seymour. Because of this disturbance, there were some who followed 


Parham. However, many of the Azusa faithful remained. This split between the followers 


30 Stanley H. Frodsham, With Signs Following (Springfield, MO: Gospel Publishing House, 
1941), 34. 


31 Enrichment Journal, A Journal For Pentecostal Ministry (Springfield. MO: The General 
Council of the Assemblies of God, 2004). 
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of Seymour and those who left with Parham created a domino effect. It spurred prejudice 
throughout the mission itself. Whites were excluded from leadership posts at the mission, 
reserving those posts for people of color. From this, many broke away from the mission 
and formed Pentecostal denominations all over. 

The community on Azusa Street was once a community unified by the Holy Spirit. 
They were divided by worldly issues of race, culture, and tradition. This is the similar 
context of the writer. Her ministry context faces the challenge to reach and meet the 
spiritual, as well as, natural needs of a changing community. God is calling the church to 
reach beyond the community of yesterday to serve the new multicultural community. 
MPBC is constantly equipping members to effectively minister to everyone and to reach 


out and build relationships with those in the community for the sake of the Kingdom. 


CHAPTER FOUR 


METHODOLOGY 


Research Methods and Evaluations 


Qualitative and Quantitative methods were administered during this program. A 
survey was given to the congregation to determine their views and beliefs about 
evangelism, as well as to ascertain their evangelistic willingness and abilities. 

The participants in the module courses were given a different pre-survey that was 
specifically designed for the session that was being taught, after which the modules were 
given the same survey to find out what they had learned and were implementing in their 
daily lives. Finally, the results of this program were evaluated in terms of the before and 
after enthusiasm and eagerness the context group had in regards to “Fishing in Mixed 
Waters.” A new evangelism team was formed. Some of the participants who were 


involved in this program have joined the evangelism team. 
Statement of the Problem 


Mount Pleasant Baptist (MPBC) is situated in the NW section of Washington, DC, 
a community once known for its Afro ethnicity, but now known as a multi-ethnic, racial, 
cultural community of single parents, couples (heterosexual and homosexual) and singles 


with upscale homes and apartments. 
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MPBC is in the midst of transitioning from traditional to contemporary, which is 
attracting new young adults. They did not appear to be updating their way of 
implementing ministry to accompany the changes that have occurred in the church nor in 
the community. The wisdom generation of years past is no longer able to engage in viable 
ministry. The present generation did not assume the responsibility of implementing 
ministry in the faith community nor in the larger community. The urgency to reach out is 
seemingly non-existent. An ethos of insularity exists among the present congregants. 
There was inactivity in the ministry of Evangelism, one of the five pillars of MPBC. 

The problem of inactivity in MPBC is improving and has resulted a new team 
ready for further training in “Fishing In Mixed Waters.” The author believes that through 
obtaining a consensus on the member’s views and beliefs about evangelism, the issue of 
reaching out in a community that is in transition is on its way to being resolved. There 
appear to be more members motivated in evangelism which leads the church in 
strengthening and fulfilling one of its five pillars, that being Evangelism (Word, Worship, 


Christian Education, Evangelism, Discipleship). 
Hypothesis 


The resolution to this problem of inactivity in Mount Pleasant Baptist Church, 
especially in the area of Evangelism, can be corrected. The author believes that through 
obtaining a consensus on the member’s views and beliefs about evangelism, one would be 
able to begin the process of motivating, leading the church in strengthening and fulfilling 
one of its five pillars, that being Evangelism (Word, Worship, Christian Education, 


Evangelism, Discipleship). 
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The author proposes that with a series of training modules, more people will be 
motivated, empowered and excited about evangelism. The dialogue on evangelism and its 
importance was beneficial to the empowerment process. Eight weeks of training sessions 
were implemented. 

The success of this program will result in the motivation, excitement, urgency and 
the willingness of those that are gifted by God to step out and build a community by 


z 


“Fishing in Mixed Waters.’ 
Participants 


The participants consisted of a total of twenty people. There was an average of 
10-13 people throughout all of the sessions. This group of people was diverse in age, 
gender, marital status and occupation. 

There were four people who were in the 60+ age range consisting of three females 
(married, divorced, single) and one male (married). The women are retired, and the male 
is a Law Professor. There were two participants between the ages of 51-60. They were 
both married females. One of them is a Computer Assistant, and the other is an 
Administrative Assistant. 

The largest group was those who are considered the middle-aged group between 
the ages of 41-50. This group consisted of seven females; five single, one divorced and 
one married. Their occupations are as follows: claims processor, secretary, administrative 
assistant, registered nurse, teacher’s assistant, medical assistant, and project coordinator. 

The young adult group was those between the ages of 31-40. There were a total of 
six participants in this category, consisting of four females and two males. Two of the 


females are married and two are single. Both males are married. There occupations are as 
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follows: communications, planner, grant manager, trainer, graphic designer, and grocery 
stocker. Lastly, there was only one participant between the ages of 20-30. She is a single 
female who is self-employed. 

The participants in this project were very active in each session. They gave insight 
to the challenges that a believer may have regarding evangelism. At the end of this 
project, the participants expressed their desire to have more training on a continuous basis. 


A mandatory component to this training must be the breaking of inner barriers. 
Description of Training Sessions 


This project consisted of 7 training modules that were in session every Sunday 
morning at 9:00 a.m. during the Sunday School Elective period. The first module served 
as the overall foundation module for evangelism. It was entitled, “The Purpose of the 
Church.” Its main focus was the definition of evangelism as consisting of compassion, 
commitment and care of the evangelist and the role that the church plays in the reconciling 
program of God. 

Module two was entitled, “Reality Check.” This session focused on the importance 
of knowing who you are in God. The evangelist must realize the purpose in God, the 
source and have an understanding of God’s redemptive plan for the world. 

Module three and four were excellent sessions. The participants expressed 
themselves while reflecting on their own issues with fishing in mixed waters. Session 
three’s subject was “Breaking Inner Barriers.” Session four’s subject was “Considering the 
Barriers to Soul Winning.” This session was a discussion of the barriers from the 


community or those that are not in Christ. 
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Module five consisted of the subject, “Looking at Jesus.” The emphasis in this 
session was Jesus’ ministry and his ability to be proactive, attentive, loving, and aware of 
the people and their condition. This session noted the passage from Luke 4:18-19. Jesus 
was sent, filled, proactive, attentive and non-judgmental in his actions. 

Module six was a study of various evangelistic characteristics/personalities in the 
bible such as, Dorcas’ acts of kindness, the blind man’s testimony about what Jesus had 
done for him and Matthew’s interpersonal approach with those he already knew. The 
researcher began this subject by impressing upon the participants that one must always be 
his/herself when evangelizing. 

Finally, module seven was another study on the various methods of evangelism. 
The techniques discussed were lifestyle evangelism, which is based on developing 
significant relationships with nonbelievers. Another method is family evangelism, which is 
usually based on trust and intimacy. There was a discussion on confrontational evangelism 
taken from Acts 17. This is the traditional form of evangelism in which the believer 
confronts a non-believer they probably do not know and shares the good news. There was 
also a discussion on cell groups, as well as power evangelism (Acts 3:6). Power 
evangelism is usually based on a miracle that was performed. 

The researcher shared many methods of evangelism with the participants. Her 
main focus was to motivate, encourage and compel them to get involved in the 
commissioning work of the church in the community in which she resides. All of us were 
fish at one time in our lives. The waters may be mixed, but with the right heart for the 


work that God has for us, we can bait our hook for any fish. 
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Conclusion 


The author concludes that the series of training modules were successful at 
motivating, empowering and exciting the members about evangelism. The project helped 
to begin the dialogue on evangelism and its importance. There were eight weeks of 
training sessions. This program resulted in the motivation, excitement, urgency and the 
willingness of those that are gifted by God to step out and build a community by “Fishing 


in Mixed Waters.” 


CHAPTER FIVE 


FIELD EXPERIENCE 


The gospel of Christ is the highest blessing to give and the greatest 

blessing to receive. All other blessings are like sunbeams compared 

to the enormity of the sun; waves compared to the vast ocean; 

rocks compared to the mighty mountain; leaves compared to the 

tallest tree. When you carry the gospel to others you bring the glory 

of God to their deepest darkness; the rivers of His delight to their 

desert places; the power of His might to their inner weakness; the 

tree of life to the barren places of their heart. 

—Roy Lessin 

The vitality of this project, Fishing in Mixed Waters (An Evangelistic Approach to 
Building Community) has been the acknowledgement of the church that evangelism 
training is needed. Though evangelism is only one of the five pillars of MPBC (Word, 
Evangelism, Discipleship, Christian Education, Worship), it is the focal point at this time 
in need of improvement. Evangelism has always been a major part of MPBC’s mission, yet 
there appears to be no urgency to reach out into the church’s immediate community that 
has transitioned from being a community that was once known for its Afro ethnicity, but is 
now known as a multi-ethnic, multi-cultural community of single parents and couples 
(heterosexual and homosexual) with upscale homes and apartments. Inner cities all over 
this nation seem to be in the midst of transition. 

Given the demographic shift, implementing this program was necessary. It began 


with the distribution of a Church-Wide Survey (See Appendix C) in an effort to assess the 


needs and interest of the context. The researcher discovered through the survey that the 
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area of ministry that was in need of improvement was Evangelism. The survey revealed 
the congregation’s apprehensions, lack of knowledge and desire for more information. 
This was the open door to this project. 

Based upon the information gathered from the Church-Wide Survey, it was 
determined by the researcher that evangelistic training modules were necessary. Therefore, 
the researcher opened and advertised this training program throughout the church. Pre and 
Post Questionnaires (See Appendix D) were distributed to the participants to judge the 
areas of knowledge and spiritual growth within the context and to provide demographic 
information about the participants. The project-training model was implemented over a 
period of seven weeks. In each session, the students were encouraged to participate in the 
open discussions concerning the teaching materials. This created a comfortable, open 
teaching and learning environment. The participants responded to every subject. All 
sessions began with scripture, prayer and testimony. 

The researcher used the first module as an Introduction to Evangelism. The topic 
was entitled, “Zhe Purpose of the Church.” This topic helped to spur an open discussion 
that revealed the participants’ views on the subject at hand. There were fourteen in 
attendance. A discussion of the purpose of the church was the opening discussion. 
According to the Apostle Paul, the church is to be God’s representative to the world and 
to those who are in the heavens. They will discover God’s mystery and wisdom through 
her (Ephesians 3:1-12). This session dealt with the definition of evangelism and some of 
its components, such as, Compassion, Commitment and Care (Three Cs). 

The participants discussed Elisabeth Elliot’s definition of evangelism, which is the 


compassionate sharing of the good news of Jesus Christ with lost people in the power of 
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the Holy Spirit for the purpose of bringing them to Christ as Lord and Savior that they in 
turn might share Him with others. 

The participants discussed the three “Cs” that are essential in evangelism. They 
shared that they realize that compassion is always necessary. They agreed that one must 
have a drive to share with others and to be moved about the condition of those who have 
not accepted Christ as their personal Lord and Savior. Jesus moved with compassion 
when reaching out to people (Matthew 9:36). Compassion in evangelism compels one to 
make the most of the time that they have to share the gospel. Some of the participants 
admitted that they did not always take advantage of the opportunities afforded them 
because of fear of not having enough knowledge and of rejection. Some of the participants 
acknowledged the fact that they were sometimes so consumed by the vicissitudes of life 
that they did not always seek the good of others, which is also a component of 
compassion. Jesus moved with compassion toward others, seeking to save those who 
were lost. He sought them out to give them the gift of life. 

The second “C” of evangelism is commitment. In order to evangelize effectively, 
one has to understand that there is a cost. One must be committed. The participants 
admitted that sometimes they were not as committed or as consistent in evangelism as they 
wanted. However, they recognized that improvement was needed. Commitment requires 
one to deny oneself. In denying oneself, the willingness to give up everything to follow 
Christ is in order (Luke 14:33). 

The third “C” of evangelism is care. Reaching out to the community and carrying 
the burdens of others can be taxing on an individual. There are times one may become 
overwhelmed. Caring for oneself is also essential to being effective in evangelism. Every 


need is not a call, and no one can conquer every need that presents itself. The participants 
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shared their desire to do more for God, yet they sometimes felt overwhelmed because they 
were already active in some form of ministry. They appeared to be concerned about the 
possibility of burnout. 

Under the category of care, the participants acknowledged that they should not 
assume the responsibility of bringing souls to Christ. The Apostle Paul expressed that 
God is the one who changes the lives of an individual and man is just a vessel being used (I 
Corinthians 3:6). Another acknowledgment of the participants is that one must take time 
to rest less they burn out (Mark 1:32-36). Lastly, one must accept the direction and 
instructions that are given to them during their time of spiritual refreshment (Mark 1:37- 
39). Some of the participants admitted that they did not always accept the instructions 
given to them because of their preconceived ideas of what they should do in ministry. 
They were often surprised and not excited about the road that God tells them to take. 
However, they have experienced their rough roads during their journey in ministry and life 
because they did not take the path that God told them to take. 

The second module consisted of the “Reality Check.” The “Reality Check,” taken 
from Ephesians 3:1-12, compelled the students to focus on the fact that it is God’s plan 
for us to be part of His program of reconciliation. There were thirteen in attendance. This 
session taught that every believer has to realize his or her purpose. The Source of their 
Purpose is the Plan of God. This session was taught from the Ephesians 3: 1-12. The 
Apostle Paul was sure of his calling. He knew that his purpose ae to preach the 
unsearchable riches of Christ to the Gentiles. People are often in awe of the power of God 
working through an individual and they often find themselves wanting to be that 


evangelist, preacher, teacher or singer. One must realize that God has gifted all believers 
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to be effective in the vineyard. It is imperative that one discovers his/her gift. This is 
where they will find the anointing of God and be useful to God. 

“Reality Check” covered four realities in evangelism that will be beneficial to the 
participant. First, one should realize his purpose. The participants were asked to take a 
moment to reflect on the reasons they were created and the calling that God has on their 
lives. The researcher impressed upon them the importance of keeping their purpose in 
view to help them remain focused. Everyone needs to know that they are important to 
God. He has a job for them to do. Everyone needs to know that God has made Himself 
available to them. 

Another reality that is beneficial to the evangelist is that he/she must realize their 
source. In verse 7 of Ephesians 3 the Apostle Paul realized that his gift was a given. The 
females appeared to know that it is God that gives us the ability to carry out the duties 
that He gives to us. The males did not have any expression nor did they have comments. 

Another reality that is beneficial to the evangelist is that he/she must realize who 
they really are. The Apostle Paul knew that he was not worthy of this office. It was a gift 
of God to be in that position. The importance of thinking soberly about one’s self has to 
be realized by every person. Accepting who you are enables one to receive the assignment 
that God has given them. 

The last reality of this session that is beneficial to the evangelist is that he/she must 
realize the purpose of the plan. The Apostle Paul tells us that the principalities and powers 
might come into the knowledge of God’s manifold wisdom. The participants expressed 
that they had not considered the fact that God uses them to convey his manifold wisdom. 


This wisdom is that God is for all. He made provisions for all to be in His family should 
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they desire it. This gift is not just for a certain kind of people from a particular region. God 
gave Himself for all. This is what the angels did not understand (I Peter 1:42). 

Module three focused on the barriers of evangelism, “Breaking Inner Barriers.” 
There were thirteen in attendance. It pertained to the private prejudice of the believer. 
This session began with a story entitled, “All Shades of Color Vanished.” It depicted a 
weary schoolteacher’s dream. She had received a message that the Master was coming. 
She had the task of preparing the little children for the Master’s arrival. She arranged the 
children on benches in tiers, putting the white children first, nearest to where the Master 
would stand. Next, she put the yellow, red and brown children and the black children 
were placed on the back bench. Once she looked at how she had arranged the children, it 
did not seem right to her that she put the black children so far away. As she began to 
rearrange the class she heard the Masters footsteps. The class was in confusion and the 
teacher was worried that the tasks of preparing the children would not be carried out. 
Suddenly as the footsteps drew near, she looked up and rested her eyes on the children. 
All shades of color and difference had vanished. The little children in the Master’s 
presence were all alike. 

The eyes of the participants in this session were filled with water. Some spoke 
out and said that the story was beautiful. She shared that when she was in school she 
always felt as if she was treated differently from the other students because her skin was 
very dark. She said that it gives her a certain level of peace to know that she is valuable to 
God and that He does not discriminate. 

This session was quite informative and the responses were great. There was 
sharing of information, views and ideas on the subject matter. During this session, the 


researcher facilitated an open discussion that was based on the premise that everyone is 


50 


made in God’s likeness, taken from Genesis 1:27, Galatians 3:28 and Colossians 3:11. The 
participants talked about their awareness of the changing community. They realized that 
the community is mixed (race, economic status, singles, seniors, sexual orientations). The 
participants acknowledged the fact that one would have to consider the communication 
barriers and that the residents are transient, as well. 

The topic of Breaking Inner Barriers brought up the apprehensions of the 
believers. The issue of unfamiliar territory is a large concern. The participants are aware 
that the community around MPBC has changed. It is unfamiliar to them. The people, 
environment and languages are different. There will be a communication barrier that 
concerns the participants. One of the participants said that one of their fears is the personal 
growth of the believer. She fears that she may not know as many scriptures to sufficiently 
answer the questions the community may have. Another participant considered the 
insecurities of the believer’s educational level. Some people have a tendency to feel 
inferior to others because of their level or lack of education. Another issue of evangelism 
in the inner city is the racial differences between the believer and the community. 

The discussion on racial differences revealed the inner barriers and prejudices with 
which some believers may struggle. Depending upon the age range of the individual, the 
barrier was different. The researcher noticed that those who were 60+ remembered the 
days when they could not use certain bathrooms because of the color of their skin. They 
recalled the days when they saw people being hung from trees. The memory of that era 
still afflicts them now. Reaching out to Caucasians with the love of Christ and the freedom 
He has afforded has been difficult. To love thy neighbor in spite of the injustice placed on 
African Americans seems to be a very hard task. Those who were between 40-50 years of 


age had concerns about having enough biblical knowledge, the language barriers, the 
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sexual persuasions and the fact that the people in the immediate community of the church 
are different. They expressed their concern about the community’s resistance towards the 
church. The participants who were between the ages of 20-39 did not share the same 
concerns. As young adults, their main concerns appeared to be about their lives. Young 
Adults are a transient group. Their goals appeared to be their careers, investments and 
starting families. They expressed that they often come to the earliest service at MPBC 
because they are very busy people. Evangelism does not fit into their plan and would be 
put off until later. 

A discussion of God’s view of people took place. God views all of us as equals 
(Galatians 3:28). The researcher led the participants in a discussion on the characteristics 
and results of prejudice. The characteristics of prejudice are pride (Esther 3:5-6), blindness 
to the truth (Mark 6:4) and lack of real love (Luke 10:36-37). The participants suggested 
that pride is one of the main elements of prejudice. Prejudice is unfavorable judgment due 
to non-factually-based partiality, to judge beforehand, discrimination, injustice and 
intolerance. The results of prejudice are skepticism (John 4:9), hypocrisy (Galatians 2:12- 
14), disrespect (Acts 10:28), rejection (Luke 9:53) and ignorance (John 1:46). One of the 
men in this session stated that this topic caused him to really search himself to discover the 
reasons for his inhibitions to reaching out to people who are different. The majority of the 
participants agreed. Some nodded their heads indicating their concurrence and others 
expressed that they still have hang ups and issues to solve in Christ. They thought that 
they were totally free, but they realized that believers are being conformed into the image 
of God daily. Their inner barriers are still under construction. One young lady conveyed 
that she understood that we have to learn and condition ourselves to think as Christ thinks 


when fishing in mixed waters. 
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Module four’s session consisted of, “Considering the Barriers of Soul Winning,” 
which focused on the unsaved. There were ten participants in attendance. We began this 
session with an illustration on prejudice, which was a dream of John Wesley. It was 
entitled, Only Name In Heaven Is “Christian.” John Wesley dreamed that he was at the 
gates of hell, where he discovered people from different denominations. Then John Wesley 
stood before the Gates of Paradise and when he asked where were the Wesleyans, he was 
told that the only name of which was known there was “Christian.” This illustration 
impressed upon the participants that God is no respecter of persons. He will receive 
anyone who has accepted Jesus Christ as their personal Lord and Savior, and who patterns 
their lives after Christ. The researcher solicited the participants’ definition of a barrier. 
Their response was that a barrier is a fence, wall or obstacle. 

In considering the barriers to soul winning, the researcher borrowed some of the 
barriers found in C. H. Spurgeon’s Zhe Soul Winner, as a point of reference. There were 
seven barriers that were discussed during this session. These barriers were blockades and 
obstacles that are erected by the community. The participants are aware of the strong 
resistance that the community puts up against the church. Discussing the barriers that 
CH. Surgeon suggests appeared to enlighten the participants and prepare them for these 
instances. 

The first barrier was the indifference and lethargy of sinners. Spurgeon suggests 
that the people do not care enough about religion to oppose it. Indifference implies that it 
does not matter to the individual. They are usually so consumed with their lives that the 
thought of investing in their spiritual futures is of no consequence to them. Lethargy 
implies dullness. There is no life, excitement, nor concern. The participants suggested 


that some believers are that way as it relates to ministering to others. They implied that the 
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indifference and lethargy from those who are not saved might have been passed on to 
them from the believer. If we are not excited about our faith or are not reaching out with 
urgency, then maybe those who are watching us do not feel as though Christianity is 
important. 

Another barrier is unbelief. Spurgeon suggested that people think about God but 
do not believe in the truth of God that we preach. The Apostle Paul stated that people 
know that God exists because of the things that are made and are clearly seen, yet they 
still choose to live their lives the way they desire. They barricade their minds against the 
assaults of reason. One of the participants said that people do not believe in God any more 
because of their disenchantment with life. The issues of life have caused people to 
disengage with the idea of a good God. They have become desensitized to any possible 
spirit being governing their lives because it is not tangible and real to them. People have 
taken on the attitude that life is what they make it. Other participants nodded and 
concurred with this statement. 

Procrastination was a suggested barrier. The participants discussed the meaning of 
procrastination as putting off until later what should be done right now. They agreed that 
most of them procrastinated on giving their lives to Christ. They have felt God compelling 
them to open up their hearts, yet they waited until a later date to accept salvation. 

Usually, their lives were in an uproar by the time they accepted Jesus Christ as their 
personal Lord and Savior. The researcher led the group to I Corinthians 6:2. She 
reiterated to them that tomorrow is not promised. 

False security was another barrier. For some people, life is good. They believe 
that all is well. Measuring or testing the foundation on which one is building his/her life is 


relevant to what the individual believes. Some people believe they are doing fine because 
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they are good and are not hurting anyone. However, they need to know that the 
unbelieving sinner is condemned already (John 3:18). Despair is another barrier that 
hinders the process of evangelism. Peoples’ hope is not awakened. Their hope is lost. 
One young man said that without hope it is as if one is already in a cave and cannot see 
their way out. The entire group agreed. Therefore, the evangelist must convey hope to 
the one that is lost. 

Finally, the love of sin (Genesis 4:7) and worldliness are the last two barriers that 
were discussed in this session. Sin is always present. The men of the group testified to sin 
being always present. They confessed that they are always trying to do the right thing and 
sometime end up doing something else, just as the Apostle Paul suggested. Worldliness is 
a barrier in a believer’s, as well as a non-believer’s life. Some of the women indicated that 
they have been consumed with making money in order to pay their bills. They were 
focused on their education to the point that they would neglect the church at times. They 
had a goal to reach, and they were determined to reach that goal in life by any means 
necessary. Worldliness, according to C.H. Spurgeon, leads to decadence (deterioration, 
decline or time of decline). Worldliness causes one to have anxiety (a feeling of 
uneasiness; marked by tension). However, those of us who are believers know that we are 
to give our concerns to God. When we are consumed by anything but God, it often leads 
to anxiety and decadence. 

The fifth session consisted of a discussion on “Looking at Jesus.” The 
foundational scripture was Luke 4:18-19. There were fourteen participants in attendance. 
This session’s focus was on Jesus’ ministry. The participants engaged in an open 
discussion on Luke 4:18-19. The researcher directed the participants to the idea of one 


having to be sent by God. Jesus was sent (John 20:21). Evangelism was holistic, reflecting 
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the all-encompassing nature of the gospel. Jesus had a broad understanding of the human 
condition. He saw people not just as sinners but also (even primarily) as sinned against. 
The group suggested that one has to be filled, as Jesus was filled, with the spirit of the 
Lord to be effective. They noticed that Jesus was proactive. They realized that Jesus took 
his message into people’s territory. The participants admitted that they were not always 
willing to go where the people are. If they were going to evangelize at all, it was going to 
be during a time of convenience. They used to wait for people to come to them. 
Attentiveness is necessary in the process of evangelism. The participants admitted that 
they usually do not listen when they are ministering to people. They do not listen enough 
to the individual who received the ministering. Reaching out requires one to build 
relationships. This makes evangelism more effective. Listening allows us to hear their core 
values, which enables one to minister to the need of the individual. The evangelist will be 
able to talk to them about what interest them. 

The sixth module moved the participants into looking at personalities in 
evangelism. There were ten participants in attendance. The researcher found this session 
to be interesting in that the participants compared themselves to the various biblical 
characters who were discussed. The researcher expressed to the participants that it is 
imperative that they be themselves. The researcher shared with the group that the 
technique one uses in evangelism has to be flexible (1 Corinthians 12:11). The Apostle 
Paul reached people where they were without compromising his relationship with God. 
One of the senior ladies in the group said that they have a difficulty being flexible because 
she employed only one way to evangelize. To take time to listen and build relationships 
with those in a community who are different from her is scary. The participants came to 


the conclusion that every moment that God affords us is an evangelistic moment. There 
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are various ways evangelism can be done, such as: acts of kindness like Dorcas, inviting 
people to Christ like the Samaritan woman at the weil; interpersonal evangelism like 
Matthew who reached out to people that he already had relationship with (Luke 5:27-29); 
or logic and reasoning like the Apostle Paul in Acts 17. There are many ways of 
evangelism. One has to be open to the best approach for a given situation. 

Module seven, the last session had ten people in attendance. The focus was 
Evangelistic Techniques. The foundational scripture was I Peter 3:15. Peter urges us to be 
ready to give an answer to every man who asks of us a reason for the hope that is in us. 
The researcher began this session by sharing with the participants that the ou “answer” 
comes from the Greek word, Apologia. She asked them what they thought this word 
meant. Some said that it meant to express sorrow, to apologize and some said it means to 
defend. The researcher explained to them that the Strong’s dictionary states that apologia 
means a plea, answer (for self), clearing of self; defense. She conveyed to them that Peter 
is telling us to defend our faith. We must know why we believe in Christ Jesus our Lord. 
When defending our faith, we must be sure of why we believe and able to articulate that 
reason, regardless of what method of evangelism is used. The method may change, but 
the message and the reason remain the same. The participants expressed their appreciation 
for this program because it gave them enlightenment and encouragement to take 
evangelism seriously. Evangelism should be a way of life like the first Christians. 


Evangelism was not relegated to those with certain gifts. Evangelism was life. 


CHAPTER SIX 


SUMMARY AND REFLECTIONS 


As the researcher reflects on the project, Fishing In Mixed Waters, she realizes 
that before one can train and then send, one has to first change, then train in order that the 
one who is sent will be effective. The ideal mindset of the Fisherman is one that is free 
from their past, people and themselves. One must be kingdom-minded in their thoughts, 
hear and actions. We are to be God’s Ambassadors. The reality is that everyone has 
presuppositions about life, love and, most of all, about God. Everyone has a worldview 
based upon their experiences! 

Although this project accomplished its original intent within those who participated 
in this program, which was to empower, motivate and bring to MPBC an urgency to fulfill 
the evangelistic mission of the church, it has become apparent that the people of God are 
the ones who must be changed first. In order for the church to be effective at being that 
Kingdom of God in their community, they would have to be the welcoming force to the 
community. 

Training modules 3 and 4 exposed the fact that the children of God continue to 
wrestle with their own inhibitions, apprehensions, hang-ups, prejudices and barriers. While 


recognizing that every saint is a work in progress, this may be one of the major issues of 


1 Gregory Bahnsen, Taking Jt To The Streets: World Views in Collision (Nacogdoches, Texas: 
Covenant Media Foundation, 1993). 
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the inner city churches when it comes to Fishing In Mixed Waters. Our neighborhoods no 
longer consist of one or two kinds of fish. They are now flooded groups of species of all 
kinds. Therefore, Fishers of Mixed Waters is a precursor to Fishing in Mixed Waters. 

The researcher is excited that an official evangelism team has been formed at 
MBPC. Six of the members of the evangelism team participated in this project. This 
project has encouraged people to fulfill the great commission and the goal of MPBC. The 
researcher hopes that more people will get involved and participate in future evangelism 
training. The participants requested that there be continuous training that focuses more on 
the barriers of the believer, as well as the various techniques of evangelism. If the believers 
can be freed from their inner issues of dealing with people who are different than them, 
more will be saved. The believers have to move past their fear of rejection and realize that 
non-believers are doing what is in them to do when they are resistant towards the church. 

The barriers of believers exist for various reasons. Some believers view the world 
through lenses that are colored by their past experiences. There are other believers whose 
views of dealing with people who are different than them are tainted by tradition and/or 
what they were taught, just like Peter in Acts 1:11-13. When he received a vision from 
God to eat certain animals, he refused by saying that he had never eaten anything that was 
profane or unclean. It did not dawn on him at the time that God was changing his views 
of what belongs to God. God was showing Peter His new way of salvation.? 

More than half of the participants wanted this project to go beyond 7-8 weeks. 


However, there was not enough time on the church calendar. 


2 Bung Chun Park, Either Jew or Gentile (Louisville: Westminster John Knox Press, 2003), 31. 
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INVITATION LETTER 


This letter is to invite you to participate in, “Building Community Through 
Evangelism.” It is a training model for those that have an urgency to fulfill the great 
commission that Christ placed on every believer. It is a 6-8 week training session that 
begins on Sunday, November 6, 2006 at 9:30 a.m. 

This course is for those who have a longing to reach out into the community but 
fear they don’t have what it takes to succeed in this endeavor. If you are interested in 
working in a vineyard that is diverse in culture, race, sexual persuasion and economic 
status this is the class for you. If you want to learn to bait your hook for different fish 
come to our Sunday School Elective Hour and learn to “Build Community through 


Evangelism.” R.S.V.P. by October 30, 2005 
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TRAINING MODULES 1-7 


Module One 


11/6/05 


The Purpose of the Church 
Ephesians 3:1-12 


Evangelism: 


Euangelion — “Good News” 
Evangelism — “The sharing of Good News” 
Luke 4:18-19 


The compassionate sharing of the good news of Jesus Christ with lost people, in the 
power of the Holy Spirit for the purpose of bringing them to Christ as Lord and Savior 
that they in turn might share Him with others. 
Elisabeth Elliot! 


Gift: special talents in sharing their faith (gifted) 


* The earliest Christian communities did not generally think of evangelism as some 
special activity to be delegated to experts, who then needed special training. 


‘ Sharing the good news was the natural outcome of Christians being 
Christians. 
Expressive 


Whether Christians realize it or not, everything that they do is communicating 
something about their faith to those who may not yet Christians. The World Council of 
Churches document Mission and Evangelism expresses it eloquently: “God leaves us free 
to choose how to share our faith. But our options are never neutral—every 
methodology either illustrates or betrays the gospel we announce” (sec. 28). 


1 James H. Cone, God of the Oppressed (Maryknoll, NY: Orbis Books, 1997), 130. 


1 The Barna Group, Ventura, January 29, 2002, (www.barna.org) 
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We make the mistake of thinking that we are doing things on behalf of God, but He is the 
first and primary evangelist. God has and is already active right now. 
“As the Father has sent me, so I send you” (John 20:21) 


What does Evangelism Take? 


Compassion 


a. Make the most of your chances to tell others the Good News 
Colossians 4:5 
b. We are to have , John 13:35 
c. Jesus felt compassion towards the multitude. Matthew 9:36 
d. We are to as well as, ; 
I Corinthians 9:22 
e. Seek the of others. I Corinthians 10:24 


Commitment 


In order to evangelize effectively, one has to understand that there is a cost. 


a. Supreme for Jesus Christ. Luke 14:26 
b. Self Denial Matthew 16:24a 
c: Sacrifice (Cross Bearing) Matthew 16:24b 
d. and Luke 9:23¢ 

e. Following Jesus Matthew 10:24 

f. Love for John 13:35 

g. Uncompromising toHistoHis John 8:31 


h. Willingness to all. Luke 14:33 
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Care 


We have many demands that we face in our lives and at the same time, there are many 
needs to be met. There are times in which one may be feeling overwhelmed. Therefore, it 
is important that you return to the cross and seek God’s direction. We have to understand 
that every need is not a call, and no one can conquer every need that presents itself. 


a. Do not assume the responsibility of bringing souls to Christ. 
T Corinthians 3:6 
b. We have to recognize our own need for spiritual refreshment. 
Mark 1:33-36 
Cc. Accept the directions that are given to you during your time of spiritual 


refreshment. Mark 1:37-39 
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Module Two 


Building Community 
Through Evangelism 


11/20/05 


“Reality Check” 


Ephesians 3:1-12 


For this cause I Paul, the prisoner of Jesus Christ for you Gentiles, [2] If ye have heard 
of the dispensation of the grace of God which is given me to youward: [3] How that by 
revelation he made known unto me the mystery; (as I wrote afore in few words, [4] 
Whereby, when ye read, ye may understand my knowledge in the mystery of Christ) [5] 
Which in other ages was not made known unto the sons of men, as it is now revealed unto 
his holy apostles and prophets by the Spirit; [6] That the Gentiles should be fellowheirs, 
and of the same body, and partakers of his promise in Christ by the gospel: [7] Whereof I 
was made a minister, according to the gift of the grace of God given unto me by the 
effectual working of his power. [8] Unto me, who am less than the least of all saints, is 
this grace given, that I should preach among the Gentiles the unsearchable riches of Christ; 
[9] And to make all men see what is the fellowship of the mystery, which from the 
beginning of the world hath been hid in God, who created all things by Jesus Christ: [10] 
To the intent that now unto the principalities and powers in heavenly places might be 
known by the church the manifold wisdom of God, [11] According to the eternal purpose 
which he purposed in Christ Jesus our Lord: 


1) Realize your purpose (v. 6) 
a. Everyone needs to know that they to God and that He has 
something for them to do. 
b. Everyone needs to know that God has made Himself__—————_—sttcv ll. 
2) Realize the source (v. 7) 


a. Itisa ability. (v. 7b) 


3) 


4) 
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needed to do what He called 


b. He gives us the 
us to do. (v. 7c) 


Realize what you really are (v. 8-9) 
a. It will be most (v. 8-9) 
b. It helps us to the assignment that God gives 
us. (v. 8b) 
Realize the purpose of the plan {v. 10) 
a. The point of this plan is that we are able to be used of God to _ 


_ in heaven and on earth. 


_ is intently looking upon us for the 


to the things that they don’t know or understand. 
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Module Three 


“Building Community Through Evangelism” 


Breaking Inner Barriers 
(Private Prejudices) 


11/27/05 


PREJUDICE 
Only Name In Heaven Is “Christian” 

John Wesley once dreamed that he was at the gates of hell. He knocked and asked, 
“Are there any Roman Catholics here?” 

“Yes, many,” was the reply. 

“Any Church of England men?” 

“Yes, many.” 

“Any Presbyterians?” 

“Yes, many.” 

“Any Wesleyans here?” 

“Yes, many.” 

Disappointed and dismayed, especially at the last reply, he turned his steps upward and 
found himself at the gates of paradise. Here he repeated the same questions: “Any 
Wesleyans here?” 

“No.” 

“Whom have you, then, here?” he asked in astonishment. 

“We do not know of any here which you have named. The only name of which we 
know anything here is ‘Christian.’ ”? 


God’s View Point 
1) God does not ' Acts 10:34; “Romans 2:11; “Ephes. 6:9; 
"Col. 1:26-27; "Col. 3:25; "1 Peter 1:17 


2) There is in God by faith. - Galatians 3:28, Romans 
10:12, 12:5, Ephesians 4:13, James 2:5, Proverbs 22:2, Psalm 119:63 


2 WordSearch Bible Software, Encyclopedia of 15,000 Illustrations, 9987 


Characteristics of Prejudice 
1) Self- Centered : Esther 3:5-6 
2) of truth. Mark 6:4 


3) of real ; Luke 10:36-37 


Results of Prejudice 
1) John 4:9 - 


2) Galatians 2:12-14 - 


3) Acts 10:28 - 


4) Luke 9:53 - 


5) John 1:46 - 
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Module Four 
4 “Building Community Through Evangelism” 
a = 
h December 4, 2006 
1 at fl “Considering the Barriers of Soulwinning” 


Barriers: 


a) Indifference and Lethargy of Sinners 


The people do not care enough about religion even to oppose it. 
Indifference: 


Lethargy: 


11)  Unbelief 


The people think about God but do not believe in the truth of God that we 
preach.4 


They barricade their minds against the assaults of reason. 
Unbelief: 


a. Unbelief the full moving of ministry. 
Matthew 13:57-58 


3 C. H. Spurgeon, “The Soul Winner,” 105. 


4 C. H. Spurgeon, “The Soul Winner,” 106. 
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YW) Procrastination 
“Go thy way for this time, when I have a convenient season, I will call for 
thee” Acts 24:25 
Procrastination: to put off, post pone or delay® 


a. We should always _ 


2 Corinthians 6:2 


TV) False Security 


Many men believe that they are quite safe. They have not tested the foundation 
of which they are building to find out whether it will stand. 


a. They need to know that the is 
___ already. John 3:18 


V) Despair 


The peoples’ hope are not awakened.® 


Despair: 


VI) ‘The love of sin 


“Sin lieth at the door” Genesis 4:7 


VIX) Worldliness 
a. The result of Matthew 6:31 


b. Decadence: 


c. Anxiety 


5 The New International Webster’s Dictionary, 280 


° ©. H. Spurgeon, “The Soul Winner,” 110. 
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Module Five 


“Building Community Through Evangelism” 
12/11/05 


“Looking at Jesus” 


“to bring good news to the poor . . . to proclaim release to the captives and recovery of 
sight to the blind, to let the oppressed go free, to proclaim the year of the Lord’s favor” 


A) 


B) 


C) 


D) 


(1) 
(2) 
(3) 
(4) 


(Luke 4:18-19 NRSV). 


Sent John 20:21 
Filled John 20:22 
Proactive 

Attentive 

Listen 


He was simply there, sharing in the life of whatever was happening—and 


listening. Even when it was obvious what people needed. 
John 5:2-9 


Listen: 
The Dimensions of Listening 
Self Awareness 
Non Judgemental 
Patience 


Hearing not only what the person says but what he or she is trying to say; - 
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(5) ~— Attentive 
(6) Avoiding looking away while a person is speaking; - 
(7) Focused 


(8) Acceptance 
Listening as a Spiritual Disciplined- Listening in the Spirit 


1) Unclogged ears - Zechariah 7:11-12) 


Just as speech reveals the person, so the quality of listening reveals the soul within. 
Stopped-up ears come from hearts “as hard as flint” (Zech. 7:11-12). 


a. Not listening can lead to (Amos 8:10-12) 


2) Able to from God and sustain the : Isaiah 50:4 


a. Those that are unready to hear from God are considered 
Matthew 13:15 


b. Not hearing and obeying God implies that one has their 


(Mark 8:18; Rev. 2:7, 11, 17, 29). 


c. Those that are not willing to hear and obey are considered the 
___at heart. (Acts 7:51 NRSV). 


E) Inviting 


Module Six 


Xe 
x 


“Building Community Through Evangelism” 


“Looking at Evangelistic Personalities” 
1/08/06 
BE YOURSELF 


It is important that each Evangelist be them selves. 


73 


One would be more effective when being them selves. I Corinthians 12:11 
Approaches 

Paul 

Logical and reasoning Acts 17 


The Blind Man’s Testimonial 


He relied on what Jesus had done for him. John 9:25 


Matthew’s Interpersonal Approach 


He started with the relationships he had. Luke 5:27-29 


The Samaritan Woman’s Invitation 


She invited people to see him for themselves. John 4:28-30, 42 


Dorcas 


She showed acts of kindness. Acts 9:36 
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Module Seven 


1/22/06 


Evangelistic Techniques 


I Peter 3:14 (KJV) 


But sanctify the Lord God in your hearts: and be ready always to give an answer to every 
man that asketh you a reason of the hope that is in you with meekness and fear: 


»Strong’s Help 


Answer 
apologia, a plea (“apology”) :- answer (for self), clearing of self, defence.’ 


Common Methods of Evangelism used Today 
Lifestyle or Friendship Evangelism - 1 Corinthians 9:19-23 
* Based on developing significant, credible relationships with 
nonbelievers. 
° Authentic, non manipulative relationship with nonbelievers. 
° Reflect a lifestyle that is not offensively different from the norm, yet 


it raises the curiosity of the nonbeliever enough for them to 


approach you. 
a. Presence 
b. Proclamation Romans 10:17 
c: Persuasion Romans 11:13-14 


7 Strong’s Exhaustive Concordance Greek Dictionary, 627. 
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Family Evangelism 


° Usually does not rely not rely upon the inquiries of a family member 
to initiate the conversation that leads to verbal proclamation of the 
gospel. 

° Usually based on trust and intimacy 

Confrontational Evangelism Acts 17 
* Traditional form of evangelism in which Christians meet a person they 


probably do not know (sometime it occurs among people known to the 
evangelizer) and. share the good news. 


Cell Groups 


Power Evangelism Acts 3:6 


APPENDIX C 
CHURCH-WIDE SURVEY 
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Mount Pleasant Baptist Church 


Reverend Terry D. Streeter, Pastor 


Church Survey 
What is your gender? (circle): Male Female 
Your age range (circle): 
13-19 20-30 31-40 41-50 51-60 61+ 
Highest level of education?: 
High School Undergraduate Graduate Advance Graduate 
Employed?: Yes: <=: No: 
(if yes, what is your occupation) 

Select your topics of interest in each category. 
BIBLICAL STUDIES LIFE SKILLS RELATIONSHIPS 
__ Revelation __ Parenting Skills __ Obtaining a Godly 
Marriage 
__Gospel of Jesus Christ __Caring for the Elderly __ Dating w/Integrity 
__Paul’s Epistles __ Godly Success __When Loving You Hurts 
Me 
__Old Testament History (Making the right career choice) 
__New Testament History _ How to Prepare for __Love, A More 
Excellent Way 

Retirement __Divorce Recovery 

Other Other __ Other 

YOUTH WOMEN’S STUDIES MEN’S STUDIES 
__ Keeping It Real __ Women’s Health Issues _ Men’s Health Issues 
__ College & Career Prep | Mr. Mom __ Knowing God 
__ Being a Leader __Life Cycles __Life Cycle 
SPIRITUAL GROWTH OTHER 
__Experiencing God __ Discovering Your Calling 
__ Knowing God ___College Preparation 
__ Hearing God __Effective Communication 
__Prayer __Leadership Development 


__ Discovering Your Spiritual Gifts 


Other 


__Other 
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What would you like to change in the format of the ministries here at Mt. Pleasant? 


What are your feelings and thoughts on: 


Sunday School: 

New Members: 

Bible Study: 

CTU: 

How often do you study your Bible? (Please circle your answer) 
Never Sometimes Often 


If everyone in the church were like you, how would this church be? 


How is your relationship with the Lord? (Please circle your answer) 


Strong Moderate Weak (explain) 
Explain: 


How do you see yourself when it come to church? 


Committed Interested Bored (explain) Not Concerned (explain) 
Explain: 


How often do you share your faith with others? 
Never Sometimes Often 


Do you believe that you are operating in the area of your spiritual gift? (Please 
Circle) 

Yes No (explain) 
Explain: 


Comments: 


APPENDIX D 
PRE AND POST QUESTIONNAIRES 
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“Building Community Through Evangelism” 


Pre Student Profile/Questionnaire 


Name: 
Phone: (Home) (Work) 
Age (circle): 

13-19 20-30 31-40 41-50 51-60 60+ 
Gender (circle): Male Female, Do you have children? Yes No 
Marital Status: Single Married Divorce 
Occupation: 


Please choose the response that best describes your answer according to the following 
definitions: 
(SD=Strongly Disagree, D=Disagree, N=Neutral, A=Agree, SA=Strongly Agree) 


I. It is a joy to proclaim God’s plan of salvation to the un-churched. 
sp D N A SA 
2: 1 adapt easily in a culture different from mine. 


SD D N A SA 
3. I feel a burden to share the Gospel with people. 
sD D N A SA 


4 I share my faith with non-believers often. 
SD D N A SA 
5. I am comfortable sharing my faith with others on my own. 
SD D N A SA 
6. I am comfortable sharing my faith with others when I am with a small group. 


SD D N A SA 
Please choose the response that best describes your answer according to the following 


definitions: (Always Sometimes Never) or (Yes No) 

1. How often do you share your faith with non-believers? 
Always Sometimes Never 

2: How often do you reach out to the community around your church? 
Always Sometimes Never 

3. How often do you pray for the leading of the Lord in your evangelistic efforts? 
Always Sometimes Never 

4. Are you interested in reaching the community around your local church? 
Yes No 

5. Are you afraid to share your faith in the community around your local church? 


Yes No (If yes, explain) Ss 
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“Building Community Through Evangelism” 


Post Student Profile/Questionnaire 


Name: 
Phone: (Home) (Work) 
Age (circle): 

13-19 20-30 31-40 41-50 51-60 60+ 
Gender (circle): Male Female, Do you have children? Yes No 
Marital Status: Single Married Divorce 
Occupation: 


Please choose the response that best describes your answer according to the following 
definitions: 
(SD=Strongly Disagree, D=Disagree, N=Neutral, A~Agree, SA=Strongly Agree) 


7. It is a joy to proclaim God’s plan of salvation to the unchurched. 
SD D N A SA 

8. 1 adapt easily in a culture different from mine. 
SD D N A SA 

9. I feel a burden to share the Gospel with people. 


sD D N A SA 

10. I share my faith with non-believers often. 
sD D N A SA 

11. 1am comfortable sharing my faith with others on my own. 
SD D N A SA 

12. Tam comfortable sharing my faith with others when I am with a small group. 
sD D N A SA 

Please choose the response that best describes your answer according to the following 


definitions: (Always Sometimes Never) or (Yes No) 

6. How often do you share your faith with non-believers? 
Always Sometimes Never 

Ts How often do you reach out to the community around your church? 
Always Sometimes Never 

8. How often do you pray for the leading of the Lord in your evangelistic efforts? 
Always Sometimes Never 

9. Are you interested in reaching the community around your local church? 
Yes No 


10. Are you afraid to share your faith in the community around your local church? 
Yes No (If yes, explain) 
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6. Do you feel as though the gospel of Jesus Christ is for everyone? Yes No 
7. Was this class helpful? Yes No 
(if yes, explain) 
8. Has this class made a difference in your views towards Evangelism? Yes No 
(If yes, explain) 
0. Are you compelled to share your faith in a community that no longer looks like 
you? Yes No 
(If no, explain) 
10. Are you compelled to minister in the area of Evangelism? Yes No 


(if no, explain) 
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